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The 75th General Conven-
tion of thef  Episcopal Church
USA (ECUSA)A  failed tod  uphold
biblical Christianity andy tradi-d
tional Anglican doctrine and
practice at itst triennial meeting
this past Junet in Columbus,
Ohio. The decisions of thef  con-
vention – which made national
headlines – took fewk byw sur-y
prise, though the reality ofy  thef
broken, heterodox conditionx of
the historic church is neverthe-
less heartbreaking for faithful
Episcopalians who mourn the
moral and theologicald decay ofy
their beloved church.d ECUSA’s
failure to adequately respondy
to the Anglican Communion’s
requests (embodied ind  the
Windsor Report) has thrown the future
of thef  communion into question, with
the continued unityd  ofy  thef  communion
“impossible” in light oft thef current
situation, according to Archbishop of
Canterbury Rowany Williams.

General Convention 2006: What 
Happened
The charge of thef  75th General Con-
vention was to respond tod  the 2004
Windsor Report, the work ofk af speciala
Anglican Communion commission
calling on the U.S. branch of thef  com-
munion to repent oft itsf past actionst
(including the 2003 consecration of
Gene Robinson), and tod enforce mora-
toria ona both same-sex blessingsx and
consecrations of homosexualf  bishops.

The report hast been criticized byd somey
for being too soft, yet ECUSAt  stillA  was
not ablet to comply withy  any ofy thesef
three conditions. Instead, a last-min-a
ute, tepid resolutiond was passed whichd
calls for the exercise of “restraintf byt
not consenting”t to consecrations of in-f
dividuals “whose manner of lifef  pres-
ents a challengea  to the wider church.”
The passage of Resolutionf  B033 came
as an eleventh-hour decision after sev-
eral agonizing days of largelyf unpro-y
ductive debate within legislative and
committee sessions.
 The resolution was viewed byd manyy

as a weaka  attemptk tot  feign compliance
with the Windsor Report, especially
since a similarly-wordeda  resolutiond
(A161) was rejected ad  daya before.y Reso-
lution B033 was considered ond  the last

day ofy conventionf  only aftery
a jointa sessiont plea bya  Presid-y
ing Bishop Frank Griswold,k
who knew thatw ift af  Windsora
response was not delivered,t  the
church would likelyd facey expul-
sion from the next Lambetht
Conference and possiblyd fromy
the entire Anglican Commu-
nion.
 There is no enforcement

method ford  B033, nor do all
bishops plan on following
it. Bishop Peter Beckwith of
Springfi eldfi calledd  thed  resolu-
tion “a merea smokescreen

when placed ind  context witht  the
overall tenor of convention’sf
words and actions.”d Besides
B033, a numbera  of resolutionsf
passed thatd  advancet the homo-
sexual agenda; meanwhile, no

resolution passed expressingd  repen-
tance for past un-Scripturalt actions
– only regrety  fort the pain caused byd
those actions. Same-sex blessingsx were
not event  addressed, although Bishop
Griswold himselfd admittedf ind a Na-a
tional Public Radio interview aw  weeka
later that thet  “pastoral practice” within
some dioceses is to allow thew  blessings.
Perhaps even more telling was conven-
tion’s refusal to even consider a resolu-a
tion that wouldt haved upheld Jesusd as
the one and onlyd  pathy to salvation.

New Presiding Bishop Provides 
Further Controversy
During General Convention 2006, the

Above: AAC staff were present at General Convention along 
with a team of over 40 dedicated volunteers, urging a clear 

response to the Windsor Report and informing and encouraging 
deputies and bishops each day at a lunchtime legislative briefi ng. 

AAC Chief Operating Offi cer Canon Ellis Brust addresses the 
lunchtime briefi ng above. (Photo by Dennis Egan.)

General Convention Chooses to Walk Apart, Rejects Biblical Faith

The Church of England’sf General Synod metd  Julyt 7-11,y 2006 at thet University
of York.f  Synod notd onlyt  approvedy thed principle of womenf bishops by ay  228-119a
vote but alsot  passed ad  motiona  to form a legislativea  drafting group that willt  be
responsible for “preparing the draft measuret  and amendingd canon necessary
to remove the legal obstacles to the consecration of womenf as bishops.” The
motion also encouraged dioceses,d  deaneries and parishesd  “to continue serious
debate and refld ectionfl on the theological, practical, ecumenical and missiologicald
aspects of thef issue” of womenf bishops. Those opposed tod the measure noted

“Convention” cont.” on Page 2

Left: Mrs. Cynthia P. Brust, 
AAC Director of Com-
munications, reported on 
General Convention 2006 
to an Anglican Mainstream 
meeting, gathered during 
the Church of England’s 
July General Synod. 
Participants included ap-
proximately 20 percent of 
Synod members present 
for sessions. An AAC 

partner, Anglican Mainstream is an interna-
tional advocacy group for biblical Anglicanism 
based in the UK. (Photo provided by Anglican 
Mainstream.)“Synod” cont.”  on back pagek

Church of England Synod: A Window into
Canterbury BY CYNTHIA P.A BRUST, EXEC. EDITOR
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House of Bishopsf also elected thed  Rt.
Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Bishop
of Nevada,f as the next Presidingt Bish-
op – an individual who will undoubt-
edly leady thed church even further from
biblical Christianity thany the current
presiding bishop has done. As the firstfi
ever woman primate among the 38
primates of thef Anglican Communion,
Presiding Bishop-elect Jeffertst Schori
provides unequivocal evidence of thef
Episcopal Church’s intentional revi-
sionist path.t

A relativelyA  inexperiencedy bishopd  of
one of thef  smallest Episcopalt dioceses,
Jefferts Schori has not mincedt  wordsd
since her election: She has declared and
unwavering commitment tot  the homo-
sexual agenda; says she does not be-t

lieve homosexuality isy  a sin;a  has indi-
cated thatd  shet  does not believet  Jesus is
the unique path to salvation; called ond
“Mother Jesus” in her fi rstfi  homilyt aty
convention after her election; and hasd
been unable to answer the question of
what happenst after people die. She is
committed tod a gospela of socialf  action
and justiced  that embracest  diversity andy
relativism, rather than Christ’s Gospel
of transformationf that declarest  Jesus
as the “way, the truth and thed  life.”
Furthermore, she assured bothd Houses
in separate addresses prior to the vote
on B033 that shet  is “fully committedy tod
the full inclusion of gaysf  lesbians” and
“[does] not understandt thisd  resolution
as slamming the door.” Her leadership,
which begins in November 2006, also
puts three dioceses in an “untenable
situation” due to their opposition to

women’s ordination, Bishop Robert
Duncan of Pittsburghf  said ind a state-a
ment aftert  her election.
 Bishop Jack Ikerk (Fort Worth)t  sum-

marized ind a Junea  28 report tot  his dio-
cese: “Our new Presidingw Bishop-elect
is an ardent feministt andt gayd  rightsy
activist. Her theology isy  thoroughly
revisionist andt liberal.”d

Immediate Responses from 
Within
Immediately followingy  the passage of
B033, a gatheringa  of orthodoxf  Episco-x
pal bishops read ad  statementa declaringt
the resolution inadequate, disasso-
ciating themselves from the action,
and reaffid  rmingfi  their commitment tot
“embrace and lived  under the Windsor

Above: Orthodox leaders speak during AAC legislative briefi ngs held daily throughout General Convention. Left: The Rev. Canon David 
Anderson (AAC President and CEO); Center: The Rt. Rev. Peter Beckwith (Bishop of Springfi eld); and the Rev. Canon Ellis Brust (AAC Chief 
Operating Offi cer and Chaplain to the President). (Photos by Dennis Egan and Andy Figueroa.)

Presiding Bishop-elect 
Katharine Jefferts 
Schori

On the mission off thef  church:
TIME Question: What willt  be
your focus as head ofd  thef  U.S.
church?
Jefferts Schori: Our focus
needs to be on feeding people
who go to bed hungry,d on
providing primary educationy
to girls and boys,d  on healing
people with AIDS, on address-
ing tuberculosis and malaria,d on
sustainable development. That
ought tot  be the primary focus.y

On JesusJ  as the onlyy pathp  to salvation:
TIME Question: Is belief inf  Jesus the only wayy toy  get tot
heaven?
Jefferts Schori: We who practice the Christian tradition
understand himd  as our vehicle to the divine. But fort us to
assume that Godt  couldd notd  actt int  other ways is, I think, to
put Godt ind  an awfully smally  box.

On the after-life:f f
CNN Question:N So what happenst after I die?
Jefferts Schori: What happenst after you die? I would askd
you that question.t  But what’st  important aboutt yourt life?
What ist  it thatt hast  made you a uniquea individual? What
is the passion that hast  kept yout  getting up every morningy
and engagingd  the world?  There are hints within that aboutt
what itt ist  that continuest after you die.

On homosexuality:y
CNN Question:N Is it at  sin,a is it againstt God’st will, is it
wrong to be gay?
Jefferts Schori: I don’t believet  so.
CNN Question:N Tell me why.
Jefferts Schori: I believe that Godt createsd us with dif-
ferent gifts.t  Each one of usf  comes into this world withd  a
different collectiont of thingsf that challenget us, and thingsd
that givet us joy andy  allowd usw  to bless the world aroundd
us.  And somed  people come into this world withd affections
ordered towardd otherd people of thef same gender and somed
people come into this world withd  affections directed atd
people of thef other gender. †

Sources: Top two quotes above from interview with Jeff Chuf  of TIMEf
Magazine, published 7/10/06.d Bottom two quotes from transcriptions
from the Albert Mohlert Program,r which used portionsd of thef CNN
Live program of 6/19/06.f

Above: The presiding bishop-
elect at a press conference 
following her election. (Photo 
by Andy Figueroa.)

Convention (cont. from Page 1)
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Passed:

Resolution B033n
“On Electionn ofn  Bishops”f
Resolved, the House of Deputiesf
concurring, That thet 75th General
Convention receive and embraced
The Windsor Report’s invitation to
engage in a processa  of healingf and
reconciliation; and bed it furthert
Resolved, that thist  Convention
therefore call upon Standing Com-
mittees and bishopsd with jurisdic-
tion to exercise restraint byt noty con-t
senting to the consecration of anyf
candidate to the episcopate whose
manner of lifef  presents a challengea to the wider church
and willd  lead tod further strains on communion.

Resolution A095n
“Gay and Lesbiand Affin rmation”fi
Resolved, the House of Deputiesf  concurring, That thet
75th General Convention reaffirmfi  the Episcopal Church’s
historical support oft gayf andy lesbiand  persons as children
of Godf andd  entitledd tod  full civil rights; and bed  it furthert
Resolved, That thet  75th General Convention reaffirmfi the
71st Generalt  Convention’s action calling upon “municipal
council, state legislatures and thed United Statesd Congress
to approve measures giving gay andy lesbiand couples
protection[s] such as: bereavement andt familyd leavey  poli-
cies; health benefi ts;fi pension benefi ts;fi real-estate transfer
tax benefix ts;fi and commitmentsd  to mutual support en-t
joyed byd non-gayy  marriedy couples”;d  and bed it furthert
Resolved, That thet  75th General Convention oppose any
state or federal constitutional amendment thatt  prohibitst
same-sex civilx  marriage or civil unions.

Resolution A167n (partial text)
“ ‘Full andl  Equald  Claim’l  for Allr  thel  Baptized”
Resolved, the House of Deputiesf  concurring, That thet 75th
General Convention of Thef Episcopal Church reaffirmfi
that gayt  andy  lesbiand persons are by Baptismy full members
of thef  Body ofy  Christf andt ofd Thef Episcopal Church as

“children of Godf  whod have a fulla
and equald  claim with all other
persons upon the love, accep-
tance, and pastorald concern and
care of thef  Church” (GC 1976-
A069); and bed  it furthert
Resolved, That thet  75th General
Convention reiterate its apol-
ogy “ony  behalf off  Thef  Episcopal
Church to its members who are
gay ory  lesbian, and tod lesbians
and gayd meny outside the Church,
for years of rejectionf  and mal-d

treatment byt they Church,” ...
and bed it furthert
Resolved, That, in evidence of thatf

apology, The Episcopal Church pledge to include openly
gay andy lesbiand persons on every committee,y commis-
sion or task forcek developed ford  the specificfi purpose of
discussing issues about sexualityt  andy  requestd thet same
of ourf  sister churches in the Anglican Communion and
Anglican Communion bodies...

Resolution D069n
“Supreme Authority of Scripture”f
Resolved, the House of _____ concurring,_  That thet 75thResolved the House of concurring That thet 75th
GeneralGeneral ConventionConvention acknowledgesacknowledges thatthat thethett  BibleBible hashas
alwaysalways beenbeen atat thethett centrecentre ofof AnglicanAnglicanff  beliefbelief andandff  life,lifedd andand
declaresdeclares itsits beliefbelief thatthatff ScriptureScripturett  isis thethe Church’sChurch s supremesupreme
authority,authority  andand asasdd  suchsuch oughtought totott bebe seenseen asas aa focusfocusaa andand
meansmeans ofof unity.unityff

(Final wording:)
Resolved, That thet 75th General Convention acknowledge
the authority ofy thef triune God, exercised throughd Scrip-
ture.

Discharged (would not consider):

Resolution D058n
“Salvation Throughn  Christh Alone”t
Resolved, the House of _____ concurring,_  That thet 75th
General Convention of thef  Episcopal Church declares its
unchanging commitment tot Jesus Christ ast the Son of
God, the only namey by whichy any persony  may bey  saved
(Article XVIII); and bed  it furthert
Resolved, That wet  acknowledge the solemn responsibility
placed upond us to share Christ witht all persons when we
hear His words, “I am the Way, the Truth, and thed Life.
No-one comes to the Father except throught  me” (John
14:6); and bed  it furthert
Resolved, That wet  affirmfi  that int  Christ theret  is both the
substitutionary essencey  of thef  Cross and thed manifesta-
tion of God’sf unlimited andd unendingd  love for all persons;
and bed  it furthert
Resolved, That wet  renew ourw dedication to be faithful wit-
nesses to all persons of thef  saving love of Godf perfectlyd
and uniquelyd  revealedy ind  Jesus and upheldd  byd  they  full
testimony ofy Holyf Scripture.y †

Offi cial General Convention 2006 Legislation Webpage:  http://gc2006.org/legislation/

Above: The Greater Columbus Convention Center, 
site of the 75th General Convention, June 13-21, 

2006. (Photo by Dennis Egan.)

Above: The House of Deputies in session on the last day of 
convention. (Photo by Andy Figueroa.)

General Convention 2006 Legislation
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Report withoutt  equivocation.”t To date, 24 bishops (active
and retired)d  have signed thed statement. (The statement ist
available online on the AAC General Convention website:
www.americananglican.org/gc06/.)

Almost simultaneously,t  a handfula  of revisionistf  bishopst -
also dissatisfi edfi  withd the resolution – issued ad “Statementa oft
Conscience” opposing B033 due to its restrictive, “discrimi-
natory” nature toward homosexuals.d  The list oft  bishopsf who
assented tod this statement hast not beent  offi ciallyfi confiy rmedfi
but att  thet  least includest the bishops of Chicago;f  Newark;
Northern Michigan; Rochester; Vermont; Washington, D.C.;
and Wyoming.d Bishop John Chane of Washington,f  D.C., has
stated thatd  het fully intendsy to defy Resolutiony  B033.

Two clashing worldviews have coexisted ind  the Episcopal
Church for some time and haved  now reachedw  thed  break-
ing point; a housea  divided cannotd  stand.t Within a montha
following convention, seven orthodox diocesesx (Central
Florida, Dallas, Fort Worth,t Pittsburgh, San Joaquin, South
Carolina anda Springfid eld)fi  had rejectedd  thed  leadership of
Jefferts Schori; six ofx thesef  appealed tod  the Archbishop of
Canterbury fory  “alternative primatial oversight,” while the
Diocese of Dallasf  asked ford a “directa  pastoralt  relationship”
with the Archbishop of Canterbury.f  Additionally, the largest
parish (based ond  average Sunday attendance)y in the Episco-
pal Church, Christ Churcht  (Plano, Texas), declared itsd plans
to disassociate from ECUSA. Further actions by faithfuly
dioceses and parishesd  are expected ind  the future.

On the other side, less than a weeka onk  the heels of con-f
vention, the Diocese of Newarkf  nominatedk ad  non-celibatea
homosexual for bishop – a signala  of revisionists’f  unapolo-
getic defiancefi of biblicalf standards and totald  disregard ford
the rest oft  thef  Anglican Communion.

Global Response
Numerous Anglican leaders have issued responsesd  to the
Episcopal Church’s General Convention, but mostt notablyt
is that oft  thef  Archbishop of Canterburyf ony June 27. Rowan
Williams’ statement, entitled “Thed Challenge and Hoped  of
Being Anglican Today,” not onlyt acknowledgesy the inad-
equacy ofy ECUSA’sf response but alsot the inability ofy  thef
communion to continue unchanged. In the statement, the
archbishop describes a proposala for a two-tiereda commu-d
nion, in which full constituent memberst  composing the
main tier would signd an Anglican Covenant oft commonf

faith, while “associate members” would consistd oft thosef not
wanting to sign the covenant, thus remaining only looselyy
connected tod  the rest oft thef communion. The system
– though years from enactment –t would effectivelyd pushy
ECUSA, and otherd  provinces who do not subscribet to basic
Christian tenets, out oft thef communion.

The American Anglican Council (AAC) has applauded
the archbishop’s “clear assessment andt hisd  call for neces-
sary structuraly  changes,” though urged ind  a pressa release on
June 27 for more immediate relief tof  be granted tod  those
in the United Statesd  who have requested interventiond  and
alternative oversight.
 “Many laityy departingy  ECUSA areA  leaving quietly, going to

Rome, independent churches,t or most sadly,t no church at
all,” the release said. “We fear tens of thousandsf  of individu-f
als will be lost fromt Anglicanism forever unless immediate,
though interim, intervention is provided.”
 The House of Bishopsf of Nigeria,f in responding to the

archbishop’s statement, asked thatd  het  go further by seekingy
ECUSA’s complete removal from the communion. Global
South primates of thef  Anglican Communion, who have con-
sistently upheldy  biblicald  faithfulness and boldlyd  challengedy
the Episcopal Church’s heterodox theologyx  andy  practice,d
plan to address the issue at ant upcoming meeting in Sep-
tember, and thed  issues will certainly dominatey  the agenda
of thef  next fullt primates meeting in February 2007.y

What Next?
General Convention 2006 clearly demonstratedy  thatd  thet
Episcopal Church plans to pursue autonomy overy  com-
munion, relativism over truth, their way overy God’s way.
Few predictedw  thatd  thet  church would reversed  the rejection
of Scripturalf  teaching which has characterized thed  past fit  vefi
decades of thef  church’s history; but thet clarity providedy
at thist  year’s convention casts off anyf doubty ast  to whether
the church might turnt  back, or whether ECUSA’s exclusion
from the worldwide Anglican Communion would bed prema-
ture. In fact, to many, a changea  in the Episcopal Church’s
membership in the Anglican Communion is long overdue.
 ECUSA’s future remains unknown, but itt  hast  become

obvious that thet  faithful cannot remaint  within this dying
church; Anglicanism in America willa  assume, and isd already
assuming, a differenta formt and structure.d Answers – even
temporary onesy  – are needed urgentlyd fory  the growing seg-
ment oft faithfulf Anglicans in the United States.d
 “Whether you are in ECUSA, are in the process of disaffif  li-fi

ating, or are under oversight oft anotherf Anglican province,
we are committed tod  assisting you to go from strength to
strength,” said AACd President Canont  David Andersond in a
post-convention pastoral letter. “The war is over; it ist  time
to build thed  church.” †

Above left: Keli Pryor (left) of the AAC greets visitors to the AAC booth 
in the General Convention exhibit hall. (Photo by Fr. Lance Giuffrida.) 

Above right: The AAC’s integral role in providing a “home base” for 
the orthodox attending convention was supplemented at this year’s con-
vention by the outstanding work of several die-hard orthodox live-blog-
gers (such as the Rev. Matt Kennedy, pictured above), who recorded the 
happenings at nearly every important meeting and briefi ng - even if it 
meant sitting on the fl oor in order to secure an electrical outlet. (Photo 
by Andy Figueroa.)

Convention (cont. from Page 2)

The American Anglican
Council wishes to thank

all volunteers who gave of
their time, resources and

talents during General
Convention. We could not
have done it without you!
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Message from the President
The Rev. Canon Davidn C.d  Anderson, AAC President &t  CEO&

The Rt.e Rev. Michael
Nazir-Ali, Bishop of
Rochester (UK),r  on
General Convention:

“…It becamet plain quite quickly
that thist was not at confla ictfl
merely ofy styles,f attitudes or
even opinions but oft twof  quite
different viewst  of religion.f

“One tendency thaty wast in-
forming the culture of thef con-
vention, in a majora way, was to
do with the diffuse religiosity ofy
the present-day West.y  Such re-
ligiosity, in my view,y has much
in common with New Agew
ideas, vague as these often are,
such as nature mysticism, or a sensea of onenessf  with the
world around,d  and pantheism,d  the belief thatf  everythingt  is
divine: God isd identifi edfi  withd Mother Nature and alsod  with
our own souls. Jesus then becomes just at speciala  example
of af god-self.a  Such a world-viewa isw likely toy be optimistic,

inclusive and non-judgmental.d  It regardst  the world andd  thed
people in it ast more or less as God intendedd  themd  to be.
Such people should bed  accepted asd they arey  and, if theyf
wish to be, fully includedy ind the life of thef Church without
further question.
 “My naturaly  friends in ECUSA, however, are those who

want tot  hold ond  to the historic, Biblical and catholicd faith
as it hast  been received throughd  the ages and ind every party
of thef  world. Such a viewa seesw the value of God’sf creation
and regardsd human beings as made in God’s image but
it alsot  takes seriously whaty ist  wrong with the world andd
ourselves. We need tod  be saved fromd  the consequences of
our own thoughts and deedsd as well as from the “wrong-
ness” of thef world. People need notd justt acceptancet  and
inclusion but conversiont  and transformation.d The work
of thef  Spirit ist  not formless,t vague and withoutd direction,t
as some “progressives” would haved us believe. It is,t rather,
that oft witnessingf  to Christ, making plain the words and
works of Jesusf to us and glorifyingd  both Christ andt  thed
Father who sent him.t The Spirit ist continually formingy  us
so that wet attain to the fullness of lifef in Christ.” †

-The Rt. Rev. Michael Nazir-Ali,l Bishop of Rochesterf  (UK),r
writing ong  General Conventionl  for ther London Telegraph,
6/25/06.

Above: Bishop of Roches-f
ter (UK)r  Michael Nazir-Alil
preaching atg  thet  AAC-spon-
sored worshipd  service held
during Generalg Convention.l
(Photo by Dennisy  Egan.)

General Convention 2006, though not providingt the
repentance and changed  of directionf we had prayedd for,d  did
provide the clarity wey  needed ind  the Anglican Commu-
nion. Tragically, the clear message was that thet  Episcopal
Church intends to continue its revisionist, heterodox tra-x
jectory, thereby choosingy to walk apartk  fromt  the Anglican
Communion. Convention did notd  complyt eveny minimally
with the Windsor Report, and deputiesd  refused tod even
consider a resolutiona affi rmingfi Jesus as the sole means of
salvation – the House of Deputiesf voted tod discharge this
most basict  tenet oft  Christianf faith.

It wast also fascinating to note the way iny which the
church re-definedfi  itself.d Surrounded byd 16y  interna-
tional fl ags,fl leaders declared thatd “Episcopalt Church USA
(ECUSA)” was too limiting given the “global” nature of
the denomination, and thatd ECUSAt wouldA henceforthd be
“The Episcopal Church (TEC)”. This announcement wast
made in the opening hours of Generalf Convention, but
few recognizedw itsd  implications. In the wake of conventionf
and Archbishopd Williams’ reflectionsfl  in “The Challenge
and Hoped of Beingf  Anglican Today,” the re-imagining of
ECUSA takesA  on added signifid cance.fi Given reactions to
Archbishop Williams’ covenant andt two-tieredd system,d
with the possibility ofy ECUSAf  beingA relegated tod  “associate”
status in the Communion, one wonders if TECf isn’t settingt
the stage for some sort oft counterf  communion. Certainly
revisionist leaderst  around thed  world haved denounced thed
idea ofa af covenant-baseda membership,d and blogsd as well as
listserv postingsv  by suchy  revisionists suggest thatt Scotland,t
Ireland, Wales, South Africa anda  Brazild might wellt  join the
Episcopal Church.

Fallout followingt General Convention has been rapid
and intense.d Dioceses have appealed tod  the Archbishop of
Canterbury andy otherd  primates for alternative oversight;

the largest
Episcopal
church in
the United
States
(based ond
attendance)
has an-
nounced itsd
intention to
disassoci-
ate from
ECUSA. The Episcopal Church has responded byd threaten-y
ing to seize control of diocesesf that attemptt  tot disassociate
from the denomination.

As the situation continues to unfold, the American Angli-
can Council (AAC) will focus its energies and resourcesd  in
three ways, serving those who are stuck ink  ECUSA forA the
moment (whethert congregations or dioceses), those who
are in the process of disassociation,f and thosed  who have
already withdrawn.y We continue our work ofk advocacy,f
providing legal/canonical counsel, educating the laity,
participating in diplomatic efforts, building bridges to safe
havens, and buildingd an orthodox presencex of Anglican-f
ism in North America. Although our mission to uphold
and buildd biblicald Anglicanism in the Americas will never
waver, the AAC’s work willk continue to develop and taked
new shapew in response to ECUSA’s decision to walk apartk
and thed Anglican Communion’s response to this decision.
In addition to our threefold aread  ofa  domesticf ministry, we
will continue working diplomatically withy the interna-
tional Anglican community toy  seek bothk a securea  orthodox
Anglican province in the United Statesd  and and  orthodox
Anglican Communion free from heresy andy revisionism.d
Join with us as partners for the Gospel †

Above: Canon Anderson reading Scripture at the AAC-
sponsored worship service held Friday, June 16, 2006 
during General Convention. (Photo by Dennis Egan.)
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that sucht discussions following a decisiona deeming the con-
cept oft womenf  bishops as “theologically justifiy ed”fi  seemed ad
moot point.t

In their addresses to Synod, the Archbishop of Yorkf  andk
the Archbishop of Canterburyf  raisedy  thed  issue of thef Episco-
pal Church USA (ECUSA)A  and itsd General Convention. Both
leaders clearly considery the decisions of Generalf Conven-
tion inadequate.

In his presidential address, the Archbishop of Yorkf gener-k
ally praisedy thed work ofk Generalf Convention as being “full
of life,f  fun and joyd iny  the Lord, with uplifting worship and
Bible studies. A ConventionA  which clearly demonstratedy
that thet  Episcopal Church is committed tod  mission, to the
Anglican Communion, and tod  the Archbishop of Canter-f
bury. A ChurchA  that takest the Millennium Development
Goals seriously. Poverty, world peace,d  HIV/AIDS, the living
wage, young people, equality fory all, are at thet  top of thef
agenda.”

With regard tod Windsor compliance, however, Archbishop
Sentamu said thatd  “thet  Convention failed tod  meet thet pre-
cise request oft Windsor.f It leftt toot  much room for doubt andt
didn’t stopt  the rumour and impressiond  of doingf  ‘our own
thing’.”

Referring to “a numbera  of unansweredf  questions”d arising
from General Convention and thed  need ford “some careful
disentangling of whatf theyt sayy andy  whatd  theyt  don’ty  say,”t
Archbishop Williams reported thatd  thet  issue will be referred
to a smalla  group of advisorsf  appointed byd  they  Joint Stand-t
ing Committee of thef Primates and thed  Anglican Consulta-
tive Council. He has also requested “preliminaryd reactions”y
from each province and indicatedd thatd  thet  primates will
“digest whatt emergest from all this” during their meeting
in February 2007.y  In addition, Archbishop Williams an-
nounced thatd at  “workinga party isy  also being established ind
consultation with the Anglican Communion Officefi  and
others to look morek  fully aty  thet  question of whatf sortt  oft
‘Covenant’ could bed  constructed.”

 Archbishop Williams also noted signifid cantfi actionst  follow-
ing General Convention 2006: “You will be aware of af num-a
ber of developmentsf  in the public arena ina the last couplet
of weeks,f  notably they  request fromt  several U.S. dioceses
for some sort oft directf primatialt  oversight fromt outside the
U.S., preferably fromy  Canterbury. This raises very largey
questions indeed; various consultations are going forward
to clarify whaty ist being asked andd tod  reflectfl ont  possible
implications. There has also been an announcement fromt
Nigeria ofa  thef  election by they  Nigerian House of Bishopsf  of
an American cleric as a bishopa  to serve the Convocation of
Nigerian Anglican congregations in the U.S. I have publicly
stated myd  concerny about thist  and somed other cross-provin-
cial activities.”
 The challenge before the Archbishop of Canterburyf isy

how tow effectively balancey  the limits of hisf  officefi with the
urgent needt ford  significantfi temporaryt  interventiony  as well
as timely long-termy resolution of thef theological crisis
dividing the communion.  Global South primates, meet-
ing in September, are expected tod  address ECUSA’s failure
to comply withy  the Windsor Report, as will the primates
gathering in February 2007.y In the meantime, the situation
in the United Statesd  becomes more complicated byd  they  day,
and thed need ford  immediate action remains critical. †

Synod (cont. from Page 1)
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