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EPiscoPal Withess Program Takes Message to the Pews

We live in an age of instant commu-
nication and information overload
facilitated by the Internet, and in the
wake of General Convention 2003, the
crisis facing the Episcopal Church has
been highlighted by numerous media
sources, websites, BLOGS, and mailing
campaigns. Despite the intense cover-
age and discussion of this controversy,
however, thousands of Episcopalians
remain ill-informed, if not unaware, of
the state of the Episcopal Church, the
official revisionist theology it espouses,
and the potential consequences of this
abandonment of basic Christianity.
Some individuals have avoided
dealing with theological and doctrinal
issues because, as lifelong Episcopa-
lians, they continue to trust the institu-
tion and don’t want to stray from their
comfort zones or deal with unpleas-
ant conflict; others believe that the
problems simply do not affect them or
their church; still others are convinced
things will “blow over” or settle down.
In addition, parish “gatekeepers”—
clergy and diocesan officials— have
withheld information and issued false
assurances that “all is well,” keeping
many of those who have not taken

a stand on either side of the contro-
versy in ignorance of the facts. “What
crisis?” is the attitude of a significant
number of individuals in the average
Episcopal church.

In order to address this information
gap, the American Anglican Council
(AACQ), has adopted Episcopal Witness,
a lay outreach program developed and
implemented last year by the Washing-

ton, D.C., chapter of the AAC. The pro-
gram equips laity to provide balanced
information and resources to congrega-
tions where discussion has been stifled
or institutionally restricted, thereby
arming vestries and churches to make
informed decisions regarding issues

dividing the Episcopal Church and
Anglican Communion. The goals of
Episcopal Witness are simple: define
the issues clearly and accurately; offer
practical support and resources; en-
courage action within congregations;
and promote taking a stand and mak-
ing a choice.

“The Primates of the Anglican Com-
munion have made it clear that we
must choose whom we shall serve,”
said the Rev. Canon David C. Ander-
son, AAC President and CEO. “At Gen-
eral Convention 2006, the Episcopal
Church will make its formal choice to
walk together or walk apart from the
Anglican Communion. The moment
of decision for laity, clergy, bishops,
congregations and dioceses is at hand,
and the AAC wants to ensure that in-
dividuals and parishes are prepared to
make their choice - people can’t make
a choice if they don’t understand the
facts.”

Bill Boniface, who developed Episco-
pal Witness, explains that the program
offers unique components, including
being exclusively lay-led and lay-im-
plemented through AAC chapters and
partners across the nation.

(‘Witness’ continued on back page)

AAC-Los AﬂgCICS: First AAC dﬁapter aModel Then & Now

In the mid-1990’s—long before many had awakened to the
crisis in the Episcopal Church—a group of seven orthodox
clergy in the Diocese of Los Angeles began informally
gathering for Bible study in the living room of an Episcopal
clergyman, Fr. Jose Poch. Each saw the looming crisis and
wanted to support one another in what they knew would
be difficult times; they regularly prayed together, shared
Bible studies, and discussed the situation in their diocese.
Several individuals influential in beginning the American
Anglican Council (AAC) were part of this Los Angeles-
area group, including the Rev. Canon David C. Anderson
(then-Rector of St. James, Newport Beach and current AAC
President and CEO).

Soon, the clergy group expanded and increasingly formal-
ized its opposition to the diocese’s acceptance of unbiblical,
revisionist theology. Before long, the gathering opened
up to laity and assumed the title “Mainstream Anglicans’”.
Then in 1998, about two years after the AAC incorporated,

Mainstream Anglicans
officially formed the AAC
chapter of Los Angeles
(AACLA).
Significantly, AACLA
paved the way as the
AAC's first chapter, serv-
ing as an important and
active example in the
early years of the national
AAC.
“We wrote to lay lead-
ers in every congregation,
making them aware of the issues; we wrote to delegates to
Diocesan Convention; we met with the bishop on a regular
basis; we even took out whole-page ads in the Los Angeles
Times,” Fr. Poch said. The group also hosted diocesan-wide

("AACLA’” continued on Page 3)
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A Message
from the President

AAC PRESIDENT AND CEO

For over two years, we at the AAC have emphasized the
essential need for laity to stand up and speak out. While
many have the heart to respond, they are unsure how

to fulfill the call. We are launching Episcopal Witness

as an outreach program designed by lay people for lay
people targeting “undecided” or “undeclared” individuals/
churches to get accurate facts directly into the hands of
laity so they can make an informed decision. With only
five months before General Convention 2006, time is of
the essence in helping others “choose this day whom they
will serve.” If you are a lay person interested in making

New Orleans Priest Finds Hope Amidst the Rubble

Church of the Annunciation in New Orleans is a recent recipi-
ent of AAC Katrina funds; the rector’s testimony below shows
your contribution dollars at work.

“Mom, can we help those poor Katrina kids on the TV?”

Those were the words of our eight-year-old daughter after
evacuating our home in New Orleans. Nina lost everything
when nearly eight feet of water deluged our neighborhood
and 80 percent of our city went under. She and her six-year-
old brother, Blaise, have attended three schools and lived in
nine houses/apartments over the past year.

Nina not even recognizing that she, too, was among the
ranks of “Katrina kids” was a sure sign to ' .
us of God’s abiding love and presence. The
biggest headline coming out of southern
Louisiana which you will never see in the
mainstream media is the awesome faithful-
ness of God, who promises to never leave
us orphaned. While so many failed us, de-
spite the national spotlight being long gone,
we have never felt forsaken.

One week after the storm, I paddled a
john boat up Napoleon Avenue, from St.
Charles to Claiborne, La. Looking at my city
and church under water, knowing bodies
were in the water and houses, understanding for the first
time that our home and the homes of so many were well
under water; there was an instant when it seemed that
drowning might have been easier. How were we going to
survive all of this? But then I recognized that God is always
faithful; God is able. A new question came to mind: when
had He ever abandoned us? The power of grace shone
through clearly armdst the stench and sweltering wet heat.

- r All we have to do, I realized, is
' simply be faithful in all thlngs
trust God and follow Him.
|l As quickly as we were able to re-
turn to New Orleans, remnants of
my flock began gathering weekly
for the Eucharist, Bible Study and
fellowship. Homeless parishio-

belongings and memories onto the curb. Of- '

a difference, I encourage you to contact Linda Newton in
our office and join the Episcopal Witness team!

Daily I am asked about life beyond General Convention
2006 — what will happen and what will we do? No one
can predict the outcome with certainty, as this equation

THE REV. CANON DAVID C. ANDERSON  hjs too many variables to solve for a single real number,
but we can consider the range of possibilities and prepare

for the probable results. We have seen NO indication
that ECUSA will repent and return to the apostolic faith;
rather, we can expect a creative fudge from deputies and

bishops. What I can assure you is that the American
Anglican Council will not waver in its resolve to stand for

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter the cost, and, more
specifically, to assist individual laity, clergy and congre-
gations in responding to the issues on the local level.

As the shape of the conflict has changed, the AAC has

shaped our ministry and response both in pastoral and
strategic ways. Let us hear from you - your needs, your
thoughts, your preferred way forward. ¢

ners volunteered readily to staff our relief
distribution center in the parish parking lot,
and to help others with the awful process
of gutting houses, tossing families’ entire

tentimes we have to pay for diapers, bleach,
water, generator fuel, cleaning supplies and
food (the list goes on) from our own meager pockets or out
of what's left of our parish funds. Sunday Worship has been
in a tent, in the parking lot without cover, and in the ruins
of our beautiful old church that took on six feet of water.
Despite the enormous obstacles and
absence of any formal help for devas-
tated parishes - to either stay afloat or
rebuild - we are by grace reaching out in
the love of Christ. We are gritty, wounded
people who know all about the power
of God’s grace to change and transform
lives. Despite the incomprehensible
devastation and destruction; our parish
neighborhood in total ruins; and homes,
businesses, jobs, cars, clothes and other
possessions all gone; we look out at the
landscape and see a new mission field.
People all over the Gulf South who have lost everything are
searching for answers. And we have a story to tell about
how Jesus changed us and made us new.

We would not be in any position to tell this story without
the immediate, overwhelming support from individual
churches around the country. Friends, old and new, togeth-
er are seeing us through this awful mess. This is nothing
less than the power and love of God at work in the hearts of
His people. We are forever grateful. And as a priest and pas-
tor, there’s no place else I'd rather be, for here I swim each
day in an ocean of grace. “Behold, I am making all things
new!” (Revelation 21:5). ¢
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A ACLA (continued from Page 1)

“Metro Meetings”, inviting key ortho-
dox Episcopal leaders to speak, and
began producing a regular newsletter,
“The Trowel and the Sword".

“To say the least, we were opposed,
‘Jesus was tabled, and ‘the Scriptures
were defeated,” Fr. Poch said, explain-
ing the diocese’s reaction. “It was
clear we were not welcome, wanted
or appreciated by bishops or liberal
clergy and leaders...We were repudi-
ated at every turn.”

But an undying devotion to Jesus
Christ gave them courage to keep
going: “We had every reason to fight
on—the life of the church we loved
was at stake,” Fr. Poch said. “We were
of good courage—we had to be. We
risked all, we faced all head-on. We
never retreated...We raised our voices
as high and as loud as we could.”

Despite its historic and triumphant

beginning, AACLA has undergone dra-
matic changes in the past year and is
more like a brand-new chapter today,
according to co-chair Debbie Kollgaard.
AACLA’s changes include: a pre-
dominantly lay-led leadership team;
a new vision focused on reaching and
connecting the laity; and a revamped
organizational structure to reflect the
current chapter membership.

The changes are an intentional re-
sponse to recent developments in the
Anglican Communion crisis. While
the world-wide Anglican Communion
and Primates have upheld traditional
Anglican teaching, the Episcopal
Church USA (ECUSA) has made it in-
creasingly clear that it does not intend
to repent and return to the authority
of Holy Scripture. Also evident is
that the leadership of the Diocese of
Los Angeles is sitting tight with the
national ECUSA leadership: Bishop of
Los Angeles J. Jon Bruno is a leading
revisionist ECUSA bishop, with a like-
minded staff. Additionally, in summer
2004, three of the larger parishes in
the diocese (St. James, St. David’s in
North Hollywood, and All Saints’ in
Long Beach) took note of the diocese’s
hardened stance and disassociated
from ECUSA, affiliating instead with a
Ugandan diocese.

AACLA's ensuing reorganization
and re-focusing reflect this altered
landscape. In late 2004, the chapter
elected a new board, now no longer
primarily led by clergy but composed
of half laity and half clergy, some
ECUSA-affiliated and some not. A
dual organizational structure was set
up to encompass both ECUSA and
Uganda-affiliated constituents. With
two co-chairs, one representing ECUSA

Anglicans (Mrs. Kollgaard) and one
representing non-ECUSA Anglicans
(Tom Carmody), the structure leaves
the chapter largely untied to ECUSA,
and thereby able to enjoy relative free-
dom and protection. But at the same
time, the faithful remaining in ECUSA
have not been abandoned.

“We're still all Anglicans, and we're
all in this together,” said Mrs. Koll-
gaard, explaining that the denomina-
tional labels are ultimately unimport-
ant and that the important thing is for
orthodox Anglicans of any affiliation to
know they are not alone in the current
crisis.

HOLY

HOLY

Both co-chairs of AACLA said a
vital emphasis of the chapter is for
Los Angeles-area Anglicans to send
“lifeboats” to the orthodox still in the
Episcopal Church - not to just sit back
and drop out of the fight. According to
Mrs. Kollgaard, the vision behind this
purpose is a passage in Joshua 1, in
which the mentioned tribe members
who have already been granted rest
represent non-ECUSA Anglicans today:

“ But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and
the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said. ..
Your wives, your children and your
livestock may stay in the land that Moses
gave you east of the Jordan, but all your
fighting men, fully armed, must cross
over ahead of your brothers. You are to
help your brothers until the Lord gives
them rest, as he has done for you, and
until they too have taken possession of
the land that the Lord your God is giv-
ing them. After that, you may go back
and occupy your own land...” (Joshua
1:12,14-15)

Linking Anglicans in the Los Angeles
area together to support each other is
more a theory than reality right now,
however. The geographical size of the
area has proved a huge obstacle; in ad-

dition, the organizational changes have
put the chapter in a transitional period
for over a year now. But together with
numerous clergy leaders and five
AACLA task forces, the co-chairs hope
to implement their vision for con-
necting local Anglicans into action in
March, when the next chapter-wide
meeting is scheduled.

At this gathering, Mrs. Kollgaard
plans to divide the attendees geograph-
ically in order to connect Anglicans
who live near each other. The goal is
forming small groups in the geographi-
cal regions of Los Angeles, where they
would meet regularly for Bible study,
Alpha courses, AAC informational
sessions, or simply fellowship. The
chapter would ensure each group has
the materials it needs, whether it’s
informational AAC materials or Bible
study curricula.

In addition to connecting laity, ac-
cording to both AACLA co-chairs, the
chapter works closely with the An-
glican Communion Network (ACN)
to encourage and support Anglican
church-planting in the area. They also
consult with the national AAC office
frequently for ideas and feedback, Mr.
Carmody said.

Admittedly, AACLA operates in a
unique environment; for instance,
California State law is much friendlier
toward Anglicans facing diocesan dis-
putes than other states’ laws. Howev-
er, although no AAC chapter will find
itself in the same situation as another,
AACLA leaders say that should not
matter when it comes to a chapter’s
focus: “The Great Commission doesn'’t
change,” Mr. Carmody said.

Mrs. Kollgaard echoed this senti-
ment: “Focus on Jesus, not the
denomination; I think that’s the reason
we are in the trouble that we are,” she
said.

Essential to AACLA’s model is that
its core purpose from the foundation
has been Biblical at heart; further-
more, the chapter has been flexible
and open to God doing a “new thing”
in their midst.

“Our cause is larger and greater than
the cause of those who are destroy-
ing the Church, and our courage and
commitment must also be greater,”

Fr. Poch says. “Be ready to lose it all
but gain the Kingdom. Jesus Christ is
your true pension plan and your true
home.”

For more information on AACLA,
contact the AAC headquarters in Atlanta;
or contact Debbie Kollgaard directly at
Dkollgaard@aol.com or Tom Carmody at
TCarmody@vanguard.edu. 4
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Witness (continued from Page 1)

“Tt also involves a high level of active person-to-person
contact between AAC lay members and their lay counter-
parts in undecided or unengaged congregations to ensure
the availability of accurate information. Such information
will assist parishes in confronting choices that have pro-
found implications for their futures,” Mr. Boniface added.

The program identifies churches that have not engaged
the issues, taken a stand, or educated their members, and
Episcopal Witness team members will seek out laity to ask
questions, provide basic facts about the crisis as well as
the current state of the
Episcopal Church, and of-
fer a variety of resources
designed to encourage
discussion within vestries
and congregations. Ulti-
mately, the goal is for par-
ishes to become informed
and equipped to struggle
. with the issues and take a
stand.

“We hear weekly from
individuals who are dev-
astated about the situa-

tion in the church but feel

impotent and are frustrated

because they want to DO
something,” said Linda Newton, AAC Affiliates Administra-
tor. “Episcopal Witness provides a means for laity to take
action themselves.”

The AAC held a training session for program coordina-
tors January 23, 2006 at its Atlanta headquarters, drawing
participants from across the country. These individuals
will recruit teams to implement Episcopal Witness in their
geographic areas. Program leaders Bill Boniface (Maryland)
and Dana Pope (Dallas) joined AAC staff members Cynthia

What Crisis?

Brust (Director of Communications) and Ms. Newton in
presenting the program’s goals, objectives and implementa-
tion. Mr. Boniface and Mrs. Pope offered their experience
of working with individuals and congregations and the
power of informing and equipping laity.

Mrs. Pope explained that her passion is for people who
are not getting information on what is going on, noting that
Episcopalians are hearing only one side of the story.

“How can people make decisions when they don’t know
all the facts? I had to get involved,” she said. “People can-
not make good decisions without good information. I am
involved in Episcopal Witness because people need to be
able to make good decisions when good decisions have to
be made. And that time is right now.”

“T can make a difference, and every person can make a
difference,” Mrs. Pope continued. “We all make up the Body
of Christ, and we need all the parts of the body working
together. That's what we have always been called to do.”

For more information, contact Linda Newton at 770-414-1515
or email her at Inewton@americananglican.org. ¢

The American Anglican Council is a network of indi-
viduals (laity, deacons, priests and bishops), parishes
and specialized ministries who affirm Biblical authority
and Christian orthodoxy within the Anglican Commu-
nion. In response to the Lord’s calling and by His grace,
we commit ourselves to proclaim the Good News to ev-
ery person and to reform and renew the Church of Jesus
Christ. We are uniting in order to fulfill our apostolic
mission and ministry, working to build a faithful Angli-
can witness in the Americas.

Encompass is a monthly publication of the American An-
glican Council.

Publisher: The Rev. Canon David C. Anderson
Executive Editor: Cynthia P. Brust
Editor: Jennifer M. Abel
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